Dear Colleagues,

Seborrhoea, acne and rosacea are common clinical problems. They represent the most frequent group of skin disorders requiring treatment by dermatologists and other physicians. In addition, global interest in the physiology and pathology of the sebaceous gland, the major skin organ involved, is rapidly increasing. Current knowledge suggests that the sebaceous gland is not merely the target of acne but also, through its multiple functions, represents "the brain of the skin". Newly developed in vitro models have facilitated this fascinating research. As a result, there is an increasing number of scientists and clinicians from different specialties involved in sebaceous gland research, studying the physiology, pathology and pharmacology of the sebaceous gland and the pilosebaceous unit. Rapid developments elsewhere in basic research and medicine also influence our field; numerous reports appear in various scientific journals and are announced in specialty conferences all over the world.

This expansion of knowledge makes it challenging to stay up-to-date in the field, even for experts. Two decades after the Workshop on the Sebaceous Gland during the 1^st^ Tricontinental Meeting of Hair Research Societies, 8--10 October 1995 in Brussels, Belgium, the 1st International Conference on Sebaceous Gland, Acne, Rosacea and Related Disorders, 11--13 April 1997 in Berlin, Germany and the 2nd International Conference on Sebaceous Gland, Acne, Rosacea and Related Disorders -- Basic and Clinical Research, Clinical Entities and Treatment, 13--16 September 2008 in Rome, Italy, experts in the field have met in Shanghai, P.R. China for the 3rd International Conference on Sebaceous Gland, Acne, Rosacea and Related Disorders, 7--9 September 2016.

Numerous developments in this expanding field have been discussed in a high impact scientific programme, which provided current research information with clinical relevance to the disorders of the pilosebaceous unit. The international invited speakers chosen for their contributions and impact in the fields, motivated within their lectures young scientists and students working -- or wishing to work -- in this fascinating field in the future. All participants had the opportunity to share their knowledge and perspectives and to gain better insight into the intricacies of the sebaceous gland, acne and related disorders.

The readers of Dermato-Endocrinology and the international scientific community can now experience the spirit of the conference through selected contributions in this thematic issue.

We wish to cordially thank the Editor-in-Chief, Prof. Dr. Jörg Reichrath, and the staff of Dermato-Endocrinology, for their invitation to prepare this issue and their support, and wish you a fruitful reading.
